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Hiroo Kanai* : “ Bir Nighantu ”, a Nepalese 
herbal encyclopedia 

Nepal COlXM Kathmandu IcHur© 81 jit P)i, Singha Darbar 

Baidyakhana UM<D Bir Nighantu ft* C fcfR:g$*vCV' S-TNffit <D&& 

HIST:-, jgiJ^S Chandra Nighantu i tfiltV;S 0 C©;£©#:&£, 1970 4p 
*&£;*# -Y&M« ^07hSf^Mff±<7) m&TFK ZpftiZLt &V %tz 0 C 

©tt 30x40 cm (5^'.©/<§$T:: io#abb, fit$/H8#, WjPjM 1 #, ££M5 1 # 

£ bj&D, ta i: 2000 |[fC&6 

fflV'Tffi^tirv'5 0 i m i fifi-c-rj 750 mb o, ©int% 1 t 

Nx, Tt, itTgP % v, ^<D±± 

% WMicffifafrx V'S 0 ic^te, IMt — JLtfcfc 

iw]7e/j^c 16 % ©%/>& < &v a i o ±\f $>mnm% mmm. 

&Xlx bhfr, / y txx oriso, $ic MX itfei 

1 i t|Sb^ATV>5 0 ^lcSf!!C^V'll!^^V' 0 

^ I) -y h t X 7 -/rfg‘'C*^ATV'-5) 0 
iatuuatbtt^ Jflii, 

/j>dlffiLT&So * u ~xM©hNciiClTlc;ij[ixT, LtS> D, X 
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K£, “C, ti5 h© -oXhX a TjkfeKt^<-;uXlX'(DjMtk 

% iid $ iT “C V' to o 

XCO~4zcDlQ&t/tZ iOXtefc < , 19 [iNfi 7 h!W©^|[] Bir Shumsher Rana ©■ 

#1C lot Pandit Ghana Nath Devkota XKfrfc 0 , 201i‘i20|U01lCli—g|l 

X^Xzb LV' 0 x(vS:^ Bir Nighantu 

£ o fz^tDX'bZ)', Xtz Chandra Nighantu t XWlStiXbtfht, Bir cp^©^@; 

Chandra Shumsher Rana (1908 4R) 1C Calcutta X^fcco Prof. Hari Prasad 

^-tH]\%(Diz1XK— fthSrN X clh^t^L faille Chandra Nighantu 

t&mtztz&tXi'Z -TV'So 

hfi>X L it o fc 0 Chandra Shumsher ©^^©TiC Pandit G.N. Devkota li^rO 
* The University Museum, the University of Tokyo. 
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Mfr Koshanath Devkota 1944 Vi£3I|E©^lCtfc± 

iffc.kV'Vjb&o 4©A :t£-£tz%%]&V, MAfr&o ‘Cgll'iSfitt&o TV' S % © 

%V'< *), #Klfit^jlt©^ 8#4|ft4^MK7iA;KA^V\ &&' Nighantu Eli 

^PBMfc 4 V> ^ L 5 &S®fcT& S „ 

Nepal ©4 p KtK< j£ftf4^©f#A^®4b7c|l“C, 4 © 4; p 

Wffii[OiftV'ig|E©i®$A»^#>«r 4,feit£>tvvwc4 4te Hpji©ftiite&v\ ®fl 
©L 5 icjeis&.%©j&MK» 4©Ate 

Nepal Nepal ftti^ 

,7a/^- AE^© ®f$EJC J4ffl&4 4TT V'5 tc® 1C^ 
jUSAin^fUffl LSI© c. 4, IH4l5fi^^Aja-3't:v^2)%©^KfT^^!4i$^5) 4 4, #§?■ 
lo§~D &&3&^M3ftTV'&V'££T*5 0 H©A?SV' 
&IEU ^^ITLA±^iRm)S$^M44 m-«©f S&»4 & 5 A* 5 5. 
filTKt V - ;H%M$L c &MR%7Fl'X55< o fR tea'll A^E^bB© r - Shresthafttc 
<L ?> % © T 3& 2> o 

Page 761. No. 352. Jatamansi 

Reference Note 

Raj Nighantu: Jatamasi has sweet smell. It is bitter, pungent and cool. 

It cures phlegm, heartburning, bile and vomiting. 

Kaiya Nighantu: It is bitter. It gives strength. It cures poisoning, boil 
caused by snakepoison, blood diseases, leprosy etc. 

Vernacular Names 

Nepali: Jatamasi Newari: Jatamasi 

Hindi : Jatamamsi Marathi : Jatamasi 

English: Nardu, Numardu, Spicnard Bengali: Jatamansi 

Gujarati: Walachhada Karnati: Jatamansi 

Latin: Nardostachys jatamansi Persian: Suwoola 

Arabic: Suwalutteewa 

It is found everywhere in the Himalayas and Sangje Mountain. 

Page 504. No. 237. Kuchila 

Reference Note 

Raj Nighantu: Kuchila is a bit hot and bitter. It cures leprosy, stom¬ 

achache, blood diseases, rheum, budding in marrow, wound 
etc. 

Kaiya Nighantu: It is cool and light. It cures constipation, boil by soaking 
the fluid and bile. 
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Madan Nighantu: Kuchila is as good as ‘ Tedu.’ It makes dry and cool. 
Dhanwa Nighantu: It soothes. It cures pain of legs. 

Vernacular Names 


Nepali: Kuchila Newari: 

Hindi: Kuchala, Makataindua Marathi: 

'Gujarati: Nerkochala, Nerakchola English: 

Bengali: Kuchile Karnati: 

Tailing: Munsthiginza Latin: 

Persian: Ifanki Arabic: 


Kuchila 

Kazara 

Nuxvomica, Pine nuts 
Kanjiwar 

Strychnos nux-vomica 
Katilulkalkfaluzmahi 


It is found in Chunkot Ghat Kyamunetar and villages. 


Resume 

This is a hand-written herbal encyclopedia including about 840 excellent 
colour plates, 750 of plants and 90 of animals, and over one thousand pages 
of their explanations. It consists of 10 volumes, of which 8 volumes are 
botanical, 1 zoological and another mineralogical. The whole view of in¬ 
dividual plant, from the root to the leaf, the flower and the fruit as well 
as its environment, are drawn. Explanations, mainly of medicinal usages 
written in Sanskrit and Newarese, are quoted from various classics. Ver¬ 
nacular names of Nepalese, Newarese, many languages of Indian tribes, 
Persian and Arabic, and sometimes of Tibetan, English and Latin are men¬ 
tioned. Habitats or localities of the plants are also noted. 

This encyclopedia was compiled by Pandit Ghana Nath Devkota under 
the instruction of Bir Shumsher Rana and Chandra Shumsher Rana, the 
prime ministers of Nepal in the end of 19th and the biginning of 20th 
centuries. 

This immense work shows the high level of Nepalese herbal science and 
is useful as an excellent icones of Nepalese plants as well as a reference 
book of Ayulvedic science. 


09 7 Kiyotaka Hisauchi : The Japanese 

name for the forget-me-not group 

(Ml W) (1913) 

(1902) h V' o Myosotis palustris 
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